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Dear Mr. Bathrie k,

In accordancewith ForestServiceManual (FSM) 5712.43- Other Agency Approvals for Pilots,
theUSDA ForestService(USFS) recognizesForm OAS-30U asa valid pilot card for Unmanned
Aircraft Systems(UAS) RemotePilots. USFS will not requirere-inspeetionofUAS Remote
Pilots who hold a current, signedForm OAS-30U in order to perform USFSmissionson
National ForestSystemlandsor in supportofForest Serviceunits. This determination
supersedescorrespondenceto you from Thomas Ricks, datedMay 2, 201T,which provided a list
of speci■cpilots who were approvedto perform UAS operationson USFS landsfrom thedateof
signature until January 31, 2018. This new determination applies to all pilots in possession ofa
current, signed OAS-30U.

In accordancewith ForestServiceHandbook(FSH) 5709.16,Chapter46.1. USPSmay use
aircraft approvedby theDepartmentoflnterior (DOI) for speci■cUSFSspecialusemission
■ightswithout re-inspeclion. USFSwill not require re—inspectionof UAS that are identi■edon a
current,signedForm OAS—36Uin order to perform USFS missionsin supportofUSFS units.
The serial number Ofthe UAS to be used for a speci■c mission must match the serial number on
the current, signed OAS-36U.

UAS operationsoccurring on USFSlandsprovided by D01 pilots mustbe within DOI OPM—ll
regulatoryprovisions. UAS missions in supportof■re managementactivities will adhereto
NWCG PMS 515 (Interageney Fire UAS Operations Guide) and pilots must be approved for
“lnterageney Fire” asdocumentedon the approval card. Regardless0fthe mission application, it
is the responsibility of the unmannedaircra■pilots to give way to mannedairera■.
All UAS operationsunder USFSoperationalcontrol will adhereto the requirementsof FSH
5?09.30.

Aligned with the ForestService’sSafetyManagementSystemsandpolicy documents,pilots
mustparticipate in accidentprevention through reporting in the SAFECOM systemhazards,
conditions,maintenancede■ciencies,actsandcircumstanceswhich havethepotential to cause
an aviation-rclatcd mishap. Reports should be submitted on-line at www.safeeomgov. The
SAFECOM systemis not intendedto beusedpunitively, ratherasa tool to identify andcorrect
safety related concerns. A positive reporting culture has been shown to enhance awareness and
increase safety.
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questions or need further information. On bchalfof the Forest Service, we thank you and the
[)0] remotepilots for your valuableassistancein meetingAgencymissionto sustainthehealth.
diversity. and productivity of the Nation’s forests and grasslandsto meet the needsofpresent and
future generations.

Sincerely,

■aw AL[4pm2%!)
SHAWNA A. LEGARZA, SYD
Director Fire and Aviation Mgt

cc: Jeff Power, Paul Linse, John Nelson. Ezequiel Parrilla, Tom Cook. Tonya Rymer, Ryan
Becker


